
 
Myerstown Borough Council Committee Meeting 

 Full Council Review 
 Wednesday, August 28, 2019, 8:30 p.m. 
Finance & Administration Committee Meeting 

A meeting of the Myerstown Borough Council Finance & Administration Committee was held on 
Wednesday, August 28, 2019 at 6:30 p.m. in the Council Room at the Myerstown Community Center, 
Council member Eric L. Powell being in the chair and the Secretary being present. 

Present were:  Committee Chair Eric L. Powell, Committee Members Michael D. Behm and Jeffrey L. 
Thomas, and Manager Michael R. McKenna.  Council President Bryan L. Rittle arrived after roll call. 

The Chair opened the meeting at 6:30 p.m. 

Jeffrey L. Thomas moved and Michael D. Behm seconded to approve the minutes of the committee 
meeting held on July 24, 2019.  Motion carried. 

Greg Zinn from Zinn Insurance was in attendance to present an insurance proposal for the period of 
October 1, 2019 through October 1, 2020. Discussions were held on the difference between the 
Borough’s current underwriter, Selective, and another option, Traveler’s.  

Mr. Rittle entered the meeting at 6:41 p.m. 

Discussion continued regarding the insurance renewal for the Borough.  It was decided that the 
Committee would take time to review and consider the proposal and take action at one of the 
September meetings. 

Mr. McKenna discussed the Myerstown Vitality Partnership (MVP) and recommended that the 
committee consider appointing representatives from the Borough for the board of the MVP.  Jeffrey L. 
Thomas moved and Michael D. Behm seconded to recommend that the Manager prepare a Resolution 
that appoints the Borough Manager and the Borough Council President to the governing board of the 
Myerstown Vitality Partnership. 

The Chair asked if there were any additional comments for the good of the Borough.  Seeing none, he 
asked for a motion to adjourn.  Jeffrey L. Thomas moved and Michael D. Behm seconded to adjourn the 
meeting.  Motion carried. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 7:30 p.m. 

       Respectfully Submitted,  

                                                                       
 Michael R. McKenna, MPA 

        Borough Manager/Secretary             

Public Safety & Planning Committee 

A meeting of the Myerstown Borough Council Public Safety and Planning Committee was held on 
Wednesday, August 28, 2019 at 6:30 p.m. in the Room 3 at the Myerstown Community Center.  Council 
President Pro Tem Park W. Haverstick, II being in the Chair and the Secretary being present.  
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Present were:  Committee Chair Park W. Haverstick, II, Committee Members Ronald L. Ream, Dana 
Reich, Mayor Gloria R. Ebling, Assistant Manager Barry A. Ludwig and Deputy Secretary Lisa A. 
Brubaker.   

The Chair opened the meeting at 6:31 p.m.  

There were no visitor-guest(s) present.  

Ronald L. Ream moved, and Park W. Haverstick, II seconded to dispense with the reading of and 
approve the minutes of the previous month’s meeting held on July 24, 2019. Dana Reich abstained 
because she was not present at the meeting. Motion carried.   

Park W. Haverstick, II opened the floor for public comments. There were no comments. 

Presentations: 

Letter from Mike Davis – Cherry Street – with concerns regarding the noise from Bayer industry. The 
committee will take it under advisement.  

The semi-annual report from the State Police was received and reviewed.  

Old Business: 

The offer of employment was not accepted by Tony Luongo. The Borough Manager is recommending 
the Borough hire a third party as the code official.  

Ronald L. Ream moved, and Dana Reich seconded to recommend to full Council to appoint Light-
Heigel & Associates as the third-party code official for the Borough. Motion carried.   

The block party committee is requesting to extend the road closure for the block party.  

Dana Reich moved, and Ronald L. Ream seconded to recommend to full Council to approve to extend 
the road closure on E. Main Avenue to Willow Street for the Community Block Party on September 28, 
2019. Motion carried.  

Assistant Manager Barry L. Ludwig provided a brief review of the plan shown to the Borough for the 
Tosco Restaurant expansion and land development. Traffic control and access are two big issues. There 
also would be plowing issues for the Borough. Assistant Manager Ludwig stated he is all for growth 
and development but there are a lot of potential issues. Ronald L. Ream stated if there are homes still 
there, he is not in favor. Dana Reich stated if they can provide a good traffic plan, she is willing to hear 
it.  

Ronald L. Ream stated Kohl’s Brothers owns a house at Muth and Cherry Street. He was informed they 
would like to tear it down, but they are unsure of what they want to place there. Storage or garage was 
mentioned. He wanted the committee to be aware, because it may come before them.  
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The Chairman asked if there were any additional comments for the good of the committee.  Seeing 
none, he asked for a motion to adjourn.  
 
Dana Reich moved, and Ronald L. Ream seconded to adjourn the meeting. Motion carried. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 7:03 p.m. 

Respectfully Submitted, 

  

       Lisa A. Brubaker 
       Deputy Secretary 
 

Public Works & Utilities Committee 

A meeting of the Myerstown Borough Council Public Works & Utilities Committee was held on 
Wednesday, August 28, 2019 at 7:30 p.m. in the Council Room of the Myerstown Community Center, 
Councilmember Ronald L. Ream being in the Chair and the Secretary being present. 

Present were:  Committee Chairman Ronald L. Ream, Committee Members Eric L. Powell, Michael D. 
Behm, Public Works Supervisor David C. Fake, Assistant Manager Barry A. Ludwig, and Deputy 
Secretary Lisa A. Brubaker.          

Council President Bryan L. Rittle, Council Members Park W. Haverstick, II, Jeffrey L. Thomas, Dana 
Reich, Mayor Gloria R. Ebling, and Manager Michael R. McKenna were present.  

The Chair opened the meeting at 7:33 p.m.  

There were no citizen–visitor(s) in attendance. 

Michael D. Behm moved, and Eric L. Powell seconded to dispense with the reading of and approve the 
minutes of the previous month’s meeting held on July 24, 2019. Motion carried.   

Presentation: 

Borough Engineer Mike Knouse from Rettew was present to give a presentation on the following 
projects for the Borough. The Borough has funding under the EIP IV Program for a series of projects.  

• Streetscape Master Plan with a Façade Overlay for Main Avenue  
• GIS System setup and implementation 
• 5-year Capital Improvement and Facilities Plan for roads and assets of the Borough 
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Streetscape Master Plan: 
 
They reviewed the Borough zoning and identified the potential corridor for the streetscape plan. A 
meeting was held to get the public and business owner’s input. The meeting provided a brief overview 
of the intent of what a streetscape master plan is about. They wanted to hear what is important to the 
business community. They drafted the plan based in what they heard and now wanted feedback from 
Council before they finalize the plan.  
 
GIS System: 
 
This can be a powerful tool. Data can be made readily available to use by the Public Works Department 
and Wastewater Department.  With the MS4 program, the Borough already has a lot of data. The GIS is 
available with an on-line app. The data can be brought up on phones and tablets, so it is readily 
available for the staff. It can be used for many things, outfall inspections, emergency spills, 
maintenance, inventory, catalog of signs, keeps records, and ADA markings and areas. The next step is 
to purchase the GIS license and tablets for staff.  
Bryan L. Rittle asked how often we would have to upgrade the tablets. Is it something the Borough 
would have to budget for each year? Mike Knouse stated technology does change all the time, the 
software is cloud based and updates automatically. Manager Michael R. McKenna stated we met with 
the Borough Verizon Representative. The tablets would work the same way the cell phones do. A 
municipality is eligible for phone upgrades each year and the tablets would be the same. There could 
be some cost for the newer tablet like the cellphones.  
 
5-year Capital Improvement and Facility Plan: 
 
Facilities: Used the appraisal and asset detail. They looked at all the Borough facilities. Mike Knouse 
stated he met with staff to review the borough facilities and the needs and wish list. Parks and 
pavilions. Pavilion rentals could be increased if more pavilions had electric service. New fencing at the 
pool was discussed. Vehicles were reviewed as to which may need replacement, year of vehicle, and 
what is it used for, how essential is it, and that helped determine the replacement priority list and 
replacement costs. Sources of funding were reviewed. Liquid fuels for roads, DCNR Grants for 
recreation, Capital Improvement Funds from General Funds, trade ins or sale of assets. The vehicle 
replacement schedule was reviewed. Payments, financing, funds and grants were discussed.   
 
Roads: The Borough has 10 miles of roadway. The Borough has received a lot of funding from the 
Community Development Block Grant. The low to moderate income area of the Borough was 
discussed. The County has updated their census tract block and the low to moderate income area has 
changed. the Borough will be able to use funds in the lower section of Railroad Street now. Alley ways, 
trash collection, and ADA curbs and ramps were discussed. Funding for projects was discussed. Other 
options for some of the roads were discussed, such as surfacing treatment like fiber mate micro 
surfacing, and oil and chipping. There are a lot of roads that need something sooner than later, so the  
Borough doesn’t lose it. Oil and chipping could be the option.  Funding was discussed, Liquid Fuels, 
CDBG, and General Funds as sources. Mike Knouse stated these lists and priorities can always be 
changing. The plan is to show the intent and help with setting goals, vision, and annual budgeting.     
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Assistant Manager Barry L. Ludwig asked if it is better to lease vehicles then purchasing. Mike Knouse 
stated that is up to each municipality. Leasing you always have a payment, but always have new 
equipment. Purchasing, of course you own it and have maintenance costs. The Public Works 
Department does a lot of repairs and saves the Borough a lot of money on maintenance. Mike Knouse 
stated the Borough staff did an awesome job on prioritizing the needs and were realistic. Staff always 
looks to see if maintenance and repairs can be done in house to save money. So, from that perspective, 
the Borough staff works hard to try and do everything they can to keep the borough running.  
 
Manager Michael R. McKenna stated the CDBG Applications are due this week. He presented the 
application and Resolution 2019-21 for approval. Engineer Mike Knouse reviewed the application.  
 
Michael D. Behm moved, and Eric L. Powell seconded to recommend to full Council to approve 
Resolution 2019-21 for the Community Development Block Grant Application. Motion carried.  
     
The Chairman thanked Engineer Mike Knouse for coming. The Chairman asked if there were any 
additional comments for the good of the committee.  Seeing none, he asked for a motion to adjourn.  
 
Michael D. Behm moved, and Eric L. Powell seconded to adjourn the meeting.  Motion carried. 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:39 p.m.  

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

Lisa A. Brubaker 
Deputy Secretary   

 

Parks & Recreation and Public Relations Committee Meeting 

A meeting of the Myerstown Borough Council Parks & Recreation and Public Relations Committee was 
held on Wednesday, August 28, 2019 at 7:30 p.m. in the Council Room of the Myerstown Community 
Center, Councilmember Jeffrey L. Thomas being in the Chair and the Secretary being present. 

Present were:  Committee Chair Jeffrey L. Thomas, Council President Bryan L. Rittle, Committee 
Member Park W. Haverstick, II, Dana Reich, Mayor Gloria R. Ebling and Manager Michael R. McKenna.   

Councilmembers Michael D. Behm, Eric L. Powell, Ronald Ream, Assistant Manager Barry Ludwig, 
Public Works Supervisors David C. Fake, and Deputy Secretary Lisa A. Brubaker were present. 

The Chair passed the gavel to Park W. Haverstick, II who opened the meeting at 7:31 p.m.  

Jeffrey L. Thomas moved and Bryan L. Rittle seconded to approve the minutes of the previous month’s 
meeting held on July 24, 2019.  Motion carried. 

There were no citizens or visitors.  
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The committee meeting will be shortened so the full council may participate in a presentation from the 
Borough Engineer.   

Jeffrey L. Thomas moved and Bryan L. Rittle seconded to adjourn the meeting.  Motion carried. 

The meeting was adjourned at 7:32 p.m. 

       Respectfully Submitted,  
 

                                                                         
Lisa A. Brubaker 
Deputy Secretary             

Full Council Review 

A meeting of the Myerstown Borough Council was held on Wednesday, August 28, 2019 at 8:30 p.m. in 
the Council Room of the Myerstown Community Center, President Bryan L. Rittle being in the Chair 
and the Secretary being present. 

The Chair opened the meeting at 8:42 p.m.  

Present were: President Bryan L. Rittle, Vice-President Michael D. Behm, President Pro Tem Park W. 
Haverstick, II, Councilmembers Jeffrey L. Thomas, Eric L. Powell, Dana Reich and Ronald L. Ream, Mayor 
Gloria R. Ebling, Assistant Manager Barry A. Ludwig, and Manager Michael R. McKenna.  

Park W. Haverstick, II moved and Ronald L. Ream seconded to approve the minutes of the previous 
meetings held on July 24, 2019.  Motion carried. 

Jamie Northey of McGowan Insurance was in attendance to present a proposal to provide insurance to 
the Borough.  Council discussed the differences between their proposal and the proposal from Zinn 
Insurance.  McGowan is a wholesaler that provides insurance from and underwriter called Argonaut.  
Zinn Insurance is a broker that shops multiple underwriters.  It was decided that Council would take 
time to review and consider the proposal, considering that Zinn Insurance has been the trusted 
insurance broker for the Borough for many years, and would take action at one of the September 
meetings. 

The Chair of the Finance & Administration Committee gave a report on their meeting held at 6:30 p.m.  

The Chair of the Public Safety & Planning Committee gave a report on their meeting held at 6:30 p.m.  
Council discussed the proposed plans for a subdivision and land development plan at the northwest 
corner of Lincoln Avenue and College Street, and the concerns about the requests to vacate Oak Court.  
Council unanimously agreed that they are not in favor of vacating Oak Court while there are still 
residences with frontage on the street.  Manager McKenna informed council that he recommended they 
talk to the owners of the residences to get signed letters of approval before approaching Council with 
the idea.  Park W. Haverstick, II expressed concern about an unauthorized curb cut made at 309 Oak  
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Court.  Mr. McKenna said he would look into the ordinances and consult the solicitor as to the proper 
method of dealing with the situation.  There was a brief discussion on contracting police services and 
the status of the Borough’s efforts in obtaining police coverage. 

The Chair of the Parks & Recreation and Public Relations Committee gave a report on their meeting held 
at 7:30 p.m. 

The Chair of the Public Works & Utilities Committee gave a report on their meeting held at 7:30 p.m. 

Ronald L. Ream moved and Michael D. Behm seconded to approve Resolution 2019-21 – Approving 
Submission of Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) Funding Request to the County of 
Lebanon.  Motion carried. 

Ronald L. Ream brought up a property dispute regarding the former Chestnut Alley, and the property 
owners on either side.  Manager McKenna passed out copies of Ordinance 712, which was enacted and 
ordained on August 4, 1990, announcing that the Borough was vacating Chestnut Alley.  Mr. McKenna 
also passed out copies of meeting minutes from meetings throughout that year where the issue was 
discussed.  There was no indication as to the reason for the vacating of the alley, only that it was done in 
response to a complaint.  This means that the property line goes down the middle of the former alley, 
with the property on either side going up to that line. 

Manager McKenna passed along an invitation from Joel Zinn and the Board of Directors of OnFire Youth 
Ministries to Council to meet them at their facility and take a tour to learn about their mission and 
activities.  Manager McKenna informed Council that it would not be a violation of the Sunshine Act if a 
quorum of Council were to appear as long as there is no deliberation of Borough business and no official 
action taken.  Council asked Mr. McKenna to get some dates and times from the Board to bring to the 
next Council meeting for them to choose. 

The Chair asked if there were any additional comments for the good of the Borough.  Seeing none, he 
asked for a motion to adjourn. 
 
Park W. Haverstick, II moved, and Michael D. Behm seconded to adjourn the meeting.  Motion carried. 

The meeting was adjourned at 10:19 p.m. 

Respectfully Submitted,  

 

Michael R. McKenna, MPA 
Borough Manager/Secretary 


